
TOWN OF REDDICK COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

December 1, 2022 
 
 

Reddick Town Council met in regular session on Thursday, December 1, 2022,at 7:00 PM at the Community 
Building. 
 

PRESENT:       COUNCILMEN  
James R. Stroup, Mayor     Martha Cromwell, Councilman Pro Tem 
Steven Rogers, Council Pres.     Myra Sherman 
Marjorie Stroup, Clerk     Nadine Stokes 
        Shirley Youmans 
 
 

 GUESTS 
Dick Gerard  Pam Gerard  Joe Perry  Reva Patterson  Alphonso Lamar 
Cindy Rogers  Fondale Evans  Lucy Ward  Terry Gibbons  Shannon Kost 
Thomas Kost  Grady Stafford  Latwanita Stafford  John Vetter  Patti Vetter 
Jeff Oswald     
 
 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Council President Rogers, with Mayor Stroup giving an invocation, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 MINUTES AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

• Minutes of the October 6, 2022 meeting were reviewed .   A motion was made by Councilman 
Cromwell to approve minutes with no corrections.  Councilman Stokes seconded motion and motion 
carried unanimously.   There were no minutes of a November meeting as it was cancelled due to 
Hurricane Nicole and severe weather warnings. 

• Financial Statement for the month of October, 2022 was presented for review.   Because the annual 
premium for liability and building insurance was paid in full, this caused expense to exceed income for 
the month and year by $10,175.  All bills are paid and the Raymond James figures were posted.   
Councilman Cromwell made a motion to accept finance report for October as presented and 
Councilman Stokes seconded the motion.   Motion carried unanimously, pending audit. 

• The Financial Statement for the  month of November, 2022 was presented for review.   Income 
exceeded expense for the month by $4459.89 and all bills have been paid.   Expense continues to 
exceed income for the year due to full payment of insurance premium.   The Raymond-James 
statement has not yet been received.   Councilman Cromwell made a motion to accept the financial 
report for November, 2022 and Councilman Stokes seconded the motion.   Motion carried 
unanimously, pending audit. 

 
 
SHERIFF’S DEPT: 
Lt. McQuaig was not present for health reasons but sent a report of activity for November, 2022.  Mayor 
Stroup read the report as follows:  8 Traffic citations, 2 alarm calls, 21 security checks, 3 well-being checks, 9 
disturbances, and 5 suspicious activity.    In all, 86 calls were made of which 37 were deputy initiated.     On 
recent death of Kenneth Carr, boy found in cemetery outside of Fairfield,  there is no new information as no 
one is coming forward with information.    Council President Rogers added as a note for Lt. McQuaig, there is a 
vehicle parked on NW 148th Place on the right-of-way for the past 6 mos which needs to be green-tagged and 



towed.   Mrs. Ward added that today, a man in a small tan car tried to make contact with her daughter and 
her friend on NW 42nd Terr, stating he was with the Sheriff's Dept.  It has been reported to the Sheriff's Dept. 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT: 
Council President Rogers and Mayor Stroup met with County Commissioners concerning an update on Code 
Enforcement Interlocal Agreement.  The County is trying to make a County-uniform Junk and Litter Ordinance 
and is trying to meld other Interlocal Agreements.  They are asking for us to adopt their code.  We want to 
make sure that it makes sense for Reddick and hopefully we will have something in the next month or so.   
Thomas Kost asked about draining of washing machine water draining onto their property.  Also, neighbors 
are bringing in large equipment and semis onto the own property.  We only have ordinance against parking 
overnight on right-of-way.   We do not have an ordinance against parking large equipment or semis on your 
own property.    There was also a complaint about vehicle parked on right-of-way and road on NW 46th and 
NW 156th Pl.     EMS could not get through and had to go off the road.   Council President stated that Sheriff's 
Dept is aware. 
 
ROADWORK:    
Councilman Youmans has again talked with County and they will get back in touch in a couple of days to have 
a meeting with Reddick residents to decide what is to be done and what they are willing to do.  Once date is 
set, it  will be posted on sign at Community Center.   Mr. Vetter stated that there is a pothole that needs repair 
at NW 42nd Avenue and NW 152nd St. 
 
STREET LIGHTS: 
All reported lights have been repaired.   Councilman Stokes had a listed of additional lights to report and will 
do so when she returns home. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
  

• PROPOSED PARK AND RECREATION AREA: 
We have had numerous meetings on the proposed agreement with Marion County and Marion County 
School Board.  A draft from the County Commission was read aloud by Mayor Stroup.  Copy attached.  
After reading draft, Councilman Youmans questioned that in the event of loss or theft or if anything 
comes up missing, is Council responsible?    The Town insurance with Florida League of Cities will add 
coverage once park is completed.  Policing the area simply means cleaning the area for debris and 
trash and equipment safety.  The County is responsible till the Town takes possession.  Employees are 
covered under County insurance.   The cost of maintenance and cleaning/mowing will cost the Town 
of Reddick $13,500 per year.    We have enough set aside for paying this cost for the next three years.  
After that it will become a budget item.  As long as we can absorb, we will.  If the park is abandoned or 
agreement ends,  equipment can be removed and used elsewhere in Town or we can donate to the 
County.  Only moveable items need to be dealt with.    Question asked as to whether we have enough 
interest to have a park.  Council President Rogers responded that there has been many requests and a 
need for a park for the past 25 years or more.  There has been enough interest generated that we 
have been looking for a safe place to have a park.   A concern for safety of patrons was expressed.   
How can we keep this park from becoming a hangout spot?  Only playground  is for children 12 or 
younger.  Sheriff will be monitoring for gangs or loitering.  It will also be closed at sunset.    A lease 
agreement with Marion County School Board will be the same basic agreement as with the County for 
lease of property, no funding is attached to the agreement.  It would be a 30 year lease.   Fondale 
Evans asked if the park would be open for parties for little ones.   Council President responded "yes".  
We would possibly have pavilions in the future but they also have drawbacks for loitering and 
congregating.  A walking path is for walking with health stations at intervals and it will be handicapped 



accessible.  It will not be fenced in at this time.  Maybe in the future if deemed necessary.  It will be 75-
100 yds away from the road.   Councilman Cromwell made a motion that we accept the park draft 
pending adjustments per survey so that access to library parking is permitted.   Councilman Stokes 
seconded the motion.   Motion carried unanimously.    Councilman Cromwell moved to accept the 
Marion County School Board agreement pending survey and necessary adjustments.  Councilman 
Sherman seconded the motion.    Motion carried unanimously. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
  

• DENNIS PATTERSON ACQUIRING LOT:   
Mr. Patterson needs to replace his mobile home which was grandfathered in before zoning ordinance 
passed.   His lot  was too small for a new mobile home.  He purchased from the Town an adjacent lot 
to his property for $1,000.  This makes his lot large enough for a new mobile home but does not have 
room for parking.    The Town owns a lot next to Mr. Patterson but the lot is too small and of no good 
to anyone but Mr. Patterson since it adjoins his lots.     Council President pointed out that the road 
coming to NW 156th is not a platted road but private property.  The right-of-way from 46th Ave. 
makes a hard left onto NW 156th .  When looking at the map, surveys are questionable.  We need to 
be sure road stays open for people to get access.  It will have to be resurveyed.   Council President also 
stated that if we do this, we could be setting a precedent that could come back later and be a 
problem.    Question was raised: Can we just make it a stipulation to keep the road open.  Mrs. 
Patterson added that they would not close the road.    Councilman Sherman made a motion that we 
sell the lot for $1.00 and Councilman Youmans seconded the motion.  Property will need to be 
resurveyed.  Motion carried.  Youmans, yes; Cromwell, yes; Sherman, yes; Stokes, yes; Rogers, 
abstained.   
 

• GRADY STAFFORD ADDED TO MAINTENANCE LIST:    
Mr. Stafford asked to be added to the rotation list for work to be done with the Town of Reddick.  Mr. 
Stafford provided a business card for contact. 
 

• TENNIS COURTS: 
Mr. Oswald stated that he uses the tennis courts on CR 316 and they are in need to maintenance and 
repair.  He stated that they needed new posts and nets and that the courts needed to be resurfaced.  
Council President Rogers shared that an estimate to resurface was given 5 years ago at a cost of 
$80,000.  We cannot justify such an expense at this time.   We can however, check into getting new 
nets and posts. 
 

• VETS HELPING VETS: 
Terry Gibson representing Vets Helping Vets would like to bring a  mobile unit to Reddick to service 
vets in the northwest section of the county.  It would require using the parking lot for the Community 
Center and they plan to come every 6 weeks.     They would like to come on Saturday's.   Because the 
center is rented out and the parking lot used, he would need to give the Town notice of days he would 
be planning to bring his mobile unit out so that they date can be reserved.   Mayor Stroup stated that 
the library would be another access location in that they are open on Saturday's and they would have 
restroom facilities available.   Mr. Gibson was going to check with the Library and get back with us. 
 

• REINDEER ROMP: 
The Marion County Public Library will be hosting its annual Reindeer Romp on December 17th from 
12:00 to 2:00.  There will be hotdogs, popcorn, snow cones, games and prizes.  Santa Claus will be on 



site.  There will also be registration for a bicycle drawing.    Also available that day will be the Humane 
Society, Sheriff's Canine Unit, Fire Dept, etc. providing information and activities for kids. 
 

• PUBLIC WORKSHOP WITH SCHOOL BOARD: 
Marion County Co. Comm. and Marion County School Board will host a public meeting on Dec. 7th at 
9:00am to meet and discuss school activities, ranging from summer school to school lunches and 
more. 
 

• LIMBING UP TREES AT COMMUNITY CENTER: 
Mr. Vetter suggested that we limb up some trees around the Community Center and clean spruce up 
the building as it is a representation of the Town. 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 PM.   
 
 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,     Approved: 
  
 
Marjorie Stroup, Town Clerk                 James R. Stroup 
 
Date: 


